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* ABSTRACT .

This unit, one in a set of elementary
teacher-developed geography materials, is based on "Geographic Sample

' Study¥ and "Teacher's Manual for Geographic. Sample Stady" from the

Research and Development Center far Teacher Bducation, lustin, Texas.
Intended for intermediate-level students, the 1ngu1ry-or1ented case
study unit on econonic growth involves choosing between being a

. farmer or beipng a 'rancher. The major objectives are to stimulate

. inquiry processes of geographlc field study and to provide an ’

experlentlal framework fot 1earn1ng geographic concepts. & definition

of the Saaple ‘Study, an overview of topics, examples of one topic, a

®ap activity, and a- chart activity are provided. See SO 009 180 for a

general descrlptlon and explanation of the elementary and secondary

- units conpr1s1ng this series., (HD) .o
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~hy be cher? Would you ratner be a farmer or a rancher? An inter-
mediate levellglass can use Gsographic §ggglg Study materials to develop

_ answers to these questjons. Included are ‘pages 2, 3, 26, 53, and 56
from Teacher's Manual for Geographie Sa@le Study and Geographic Sample
Study (Sources 14 and’43) by.de Leeuw, Gary J. and De King, Leon R.;.

TRe Research and Dcvelopment Center for Te.aoher Education, 1970, Austin.

Texas.
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S . - Definition of Sample Study . “ )
. The sample study is ag inquiry-oriented, case study technique for
teaching geography of which the following is Lrue: -
1) the primary responsibili-ties of the teacher are to Rresent the
pupile with matgriais that depict a small region and to ask questions

to stimulate pupil discovery.’
* 2) the euential charactkr of classroom xnateriala ia non-expository.

. ’ - .

Expocitqry materiala and expository teaching strategies attempt to’
elucidate and interpret information for the learner. Conclusions are .
presented to the learnex ‘in prcdigented form. When exposition-is at its
best the writer or teachcr conveys precise meanings in an efficient '
1 manner. Noh-axpository teaching methods and mteriala are "constructed f
. to maximize the extent—, to which et’he learner constructs meanings for him= = .
~ self. ‘
- & 3) . the major objectivea of saxnple study, teaching are to stimulate
. QG in the classroom the ‘inquiry processes of geographi¢ field study, and
\) to providc a framework o£ ‘“oncrete experiences for geographic concepts.
% in a‘typical sample study’ the teacher presents maps, photoqraph‘, -,
charta, graphs, accounts of. interviews and other geographic source ma- - ‘
terials that together depict small areas, such as mixed farms, ranches,
pulp mill towns,’ mountain villages, or city neighborhoods. The teacher
. raises questions to help pupils interpret the matdrials, generate hypo-~
. theses, and confirm conclusions., One of the inst:uctiona]: goals of the
. -
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sample study technigue is to help pupils generalize about human activ-
. Yties and physical processes in wider areas, like ranching’ regions or

city slums. THe sample gtudy technzgue is to help pupils develop skills,

conceptions, and values of qeographig inquiry.
&opic E ;

Overview =~

° .
-

- This topic is addressed to the understanding that ranching is a -
‘less productive land adaptation form +hap farming and generally occurs
in areas where one or more physical conditions effectively eliminate
farming as an-alternative. The activ.ties included in this topic's
three encounters use and extend pupil‘s hypothesizing and evaluating
skills. Map, chart reading and interpreting gkills are also exercised
.and extended.

Encounter 1 ‘e
Objectives: Pupils will be able to:
A. Read map symbols.
B. Infer that mapped ranch s on rougher terrain -than
the farnm. ' ‘
Materials: T : .
Source '14 (Map of an American Ranch and an American Farm)
Encounter 2 )
Objectives: Pupils will be able to:
A. Interpret chart symbols.

B. Associate ranch and farm maps to ranch and farm production - °

. _charts.- //
C. State that farms are more productzve than ranches of com-
\parable size: ‘
. D. Hypothesize that most ranchers would be farmers if they
could, -

Materials:
Source 14 (An Amerzcan Ranch and An American Farm)
Source 43 (A Comparison of One Year's Production On a Ranch
and a Farm) ‘ .

- . . ~
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. ' GVERVIEW OF TOPICS
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+  qraphs and tape recordings
. ]
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{Exarmples of Sample Study Instructional Plans) B Tos
Introduction to Sarple Study Questicis: Who are the .
TOPIC A Three encounters involving Willianmg' fanily? Where
pupil interpretation of do they live?
introductory booklst Time: 1 - 2 bhours
Extending Concept of Ranching I Question: Eow does Fr. =
TOPIC B One encounter involving pupil Williams earn a living?
interpretation of photographs, Time: 1/2 - 1 hour -
maps, and charts
Sstudying Ranch Resources estion: wWhat is the
Three sncounters involving Williamg' Ranch like?
TOPIC C pupil interpretation of Time: 3 - 4 hours
rultiple sources and con-
: o struction of a display .
Locating the Sample Area 93' estion: Where in Texas is .
TOPIC D One encounter involving reading the Williamg' Ranch?
and interpreting road map and Time: 1/2 - hour
. small scale ‘wall map
; Extending' Concept of Ranching I¥ Question: Wwhy is the Williame'
. ‘ TOPIC £ Three encounters, involving inter- 1land used for ranching? j
pretation of photographs, maps, Time: 1 - 2 hours
- and charts . ’ B
_ studying Impact of Modern Question: What is work on
TOPIC F Technology Three encounters the ranch like? ,
involving interpretation of Time: 2 - 3 hours
photographic slides and movias . .
. studying Changing Ranch ) _ ﬁgestion: How has the ranch
TOPIC G ResSources One encounter involv-. changed? ’
. ing interpretation of photo~ *  'Time: 1 hour
graphs and maps - o
) Extending Concept of Resource Q\_xutién: How are ranch ‘
TOPIC H Conservation Three encounters resources conserved?
involving interpretation of tape Time: 1 - 2 hours
recording and photographs ’ S,
. * ’ -
- Studying Future Land Use estion: What might the .~ S,
TOPIC I Two encounters involving . Williams' ranch be like in: '
. interpretation of maps, photo- the future? . ..

Time; 1 - 2 hours

-
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Source 14
- The uppermost of these two maps shows & grain and a}'éle farmiin
Narth Dakota. The lower map shows a cattle ranch in Colorado.

-
-

. gx_xestmns- ¢ ‘o

< 1) which is larger in area, the farm -or the ranch?

. 2) Wh:.ch one appears to be located on rough land?
S ! h 2 3)

tion (ewmin, sleet,

wyrT

g . sSnow) ? ‘ p)
‘ 4) which is mostly cultivated land? - -
. S) HMake an hypothesis to suggest which vou;l.dyoduce ‘the most

__/l . food. / ‘ :

- \ .

& Source 43
The chart on this source compares the amount and kinds of food
produced by a- ranch and a farm in one year.

. -

Qgeltions Py

1) which produces more food in.one year, the ranch or the farm?
2) 1If each trucklocad of grain will bring more money than several
cattle, which produces more income, the farm or the ranch?

3) Which produces more food _per acre , # the farm or the ranch?
which produces more profits per acre? |, .

4) Suggest what might happen to many nnchu if it scwmehow
bacame possible to farm the ranch land,

®




- € -

Source 14

AN AMERICAN RANCH AND AR AMERICAN PARM

farm . " or pasture

RArirar field | boundary

buildings and

$m: pens J

{
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;ulﬁivated land

A D road
%Y .. . ) .
- permanent stream .
/ /\_/\_
f 4 ‘intermittent stream
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-~Source 42 '/ L -

A COMPARISON: ONE YEAR'S
PRODUCTS ON A FARM AND A RANCH

Farm

cattle

grain

Ranch

e p—p—y—y—p——
cattle mm n AN | :

, H - = 10 head of cattle.
m = 10 truckloads of grain. -




